Environmental Science Course Assignment

Everyone has that special or interesting corner of the Earth where they like to go and visit from time to time.  As an environmental science student, you will create a photo essay about this corner of the Earth, and how it changes seasonally.  

Project Objective: To observe how the features of a single environment evolve from season to season over the course of one year.

Returning to school in September brings with it thoughts of the fall, however it actually marks the end of summer.  The photo essay for the first marking period will reflect how your selected place appears during late summer. The late summer entry for your photo essay will be due at the end of September.  The remaining three marking periods will show your selected location during autumn (mp 2), winter (mp 3) and finally spring (mp 4).  This is a long-term assignment upon which you will build throughout the entire school year. 

Photo Essay Checklist (to be completed before September 13th)
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Choose a place that you would like to showcase in your photo essay.  Your place should meet the following requirements:
1. Available/accessible to photograph for all four marking periods (all four seasons)
2. Suitable to photograph (you are allowed to be there, and have permission to take pictures there)

3. Is outdoors
· Determine methods to take photographs and print the pictures for your essay

· Secure a photo album, binder, or scrap book (Re-used or second-hand books are perfectly fine – try yard sales!  Construction paper will be made available in class for those who prefer that medium for their project.)

· Photograph your selected place soon after school begins, and we have discussed the project as a class.  If you feel confident that you understand the parameters of the project, you are welcome to get started as soon as you’d like.
Photo Essay Rubric
Each season of your photo essay should: 
· display 8-12 photographs of your selected location (different angles)
· be presented in a single album
· be labeled with the location and season
· present pictures that truly illustrate the season (ie: no autumn leaves in summer photos and no snow in autumn photos)
How to earn the most points, including extra credit: When putting together your collection of photos, be creative! – Add color, frame your pictures, draw sketches, or decorate the pages to make your project unique and interesting.  Include samples of flowers, leaves, or whatever you think will convey a sense/feeling of your place from season to season.  If someone sees your scrapbook, they should want to visit your selected part of the world.  Descriptive words or captions are optional (extra credit), and will serve to explain what you'd like viewers to observe about your space.
Due Dates (may change at the instructor (and weather’s) discretion)
mp 1 – summer photos: September 27 (take photos by September 21 or earlier to showcase summer)
mp 2 – autumn photos: November 21
mp 3 – winter photos:  February 27
mp 4 – spring photos: May 15
